


Mission Statement

The Ecole d'Humanité strives to educate the
whole person, emphasizing academic excel-
lence, practical skills and social awareness.
We encourage both individual creativity and
a sense of responsibility for the community,
and provide a culturally diverse setting in
which open minds and tolerant spirits can
develop and flourish.

Live simply

Learning by Doing

In Theory: Learning by doing leads to
deeper understanding, clearer judgment, and
more decisive action. It promotes self-aware-
ness and self-confidence.

Develop valuable s
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We take inspiration and practical guid-

ance from:

e the principles of the Educational Reform
Movement of the early 1900’s in which the
school’s founders, Edith and Paul Geheeb-
Cassirer, were leading figures,

e the ideas and methods of Exemplary Learn-
ing conceived by Martin Wagenschein,

e Ruth C. Cohn’s Theme-Centered Interaction,
a humanistic and efficient method of work-
ing with groups.

In Practice: By limiting passive consumerism
and furthering active participation in all
aspects of school life, we hope to encourage
creative thought and innovative action. Stu-
dents are confronted with problems - both
intellectual and practical — rather than being
shown the solutions. This is both a challenge
and an opportunity for growth.



Living in an International Community

In Theory: Living in an international com-
munity enables us to gain perspective on
our own cultures as we learn to appreciate
and respect other cultures.

In Practice: Staff and students represent many
different nationalities, races, religions and
cultures. Some 50% of the students are Swiss
and 20 % are American. The others come
from about 25 different countries. German
and English are the major languages spoken,
both in classes and around the campus. Many
courses and special events are designed to
develop greater cultural awareness. We have
a regular exchange with the Liithi-Peterson
summer camps, an organization that works
toward world peace by furthering understand-
ing among peoples.

Experiencing Nature

In Theory: Close contact with nature is an
important counterbalance to the domi-
nance of technology in our lives. It can
bring us inner peace and help us to appre-
ciate and feel responsible for the Earth’s
gifts.

In Practice: Our school is in a rural area sur-
rounded by wooded hills, mountains and
pastures. We take advantage of our beautiful
environment by hiking, skiing and snowboard-
ing, climbing, kayaking, and helping the
neighboring farmers in the fields and on the
alps. We encourage a healthy and environ-
mentally-friendly lifestyle. By restricting the
use of electronic entertainment devices we
help students to become more aware of the
natural world that is around them.

Gaining Confidence

In Theory: Every experience of success as
a young person builds confidence and
strengthens the courage to face life’s later
challenges.

In Practice: Students are grouped according
to ability rather than age; this helps to elimin-
ate both boredom and discouragement. In
small classes their individual needs can be
met and they can learn to work as a team
with peers and teachers. The absence of grades
reduces the fear of failure. Periodically evalu-
ating their own work helps students to take
responsibility for their own education, rather
than leaving this to parents and educators.
Our wide range of extra-curricular activities
makes it virtually certain that each student
can find a field in which he or she will excel.
Success in this area of strength then helps
give the confidence and courage to confront
areas of weakness.

Working with and for Others

In Theory: Working with others towards a
common goal requires sensitivity and a will-
ingness to seek compromises. A sense of
pride and satisfaction results from the team-
work that provides tangible service to the
community.

In Practice: Many decisions which touch the
life of our school can be shared by all stu-
dents and staff members in the Weekly As-
sembly. Controversial discussions often lead
to committee work by dedicated volunteers
who painstakingly sift through the various
standpoints and present a proposal at a later
date. The voices of all are heard and taken
seriously. No one is unimportant. Students
work in numerous community service groups
to accomplish tasks necessary to the daily run-
ning of the school. Through this work they
acquire a wide range of skills — interpersonal,
practical and intellectual.
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